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Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry 
Presiding Member : The Hon. Sir George Lush 
Members : The Hon. Sir Richard Blackbum, OBE 

The J{on. Andrew Wells, QC 

G.P.O. Box 5218 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001 
Telephone: 232-4922 

Pursuant to section 34 of the Parliamentary Ccrrrni.ssion of 

Inquiry Act 1986, the Conmi.ssion is of the opinion that it is 

appropriate to ccmnunicate to the National Crime Authority 

information that relates to or may relate to the caimission of 

an offence or evidence of the cannission of an of fence against 

a law of the Ccmnonwealth or of a State by Abraham Gilbert 

Saffron and M'::>rgan Ryan. 

G H Lush 

Presiding Member 

21 August 1986 



Rea Parlimoontary Crmniaaial of Inquiry 

I refer to the st.mrons which has been served on you pursuant to 
section 11 ( l) of the Parliaroontary CClrriri.ssion of Inquiry Act 
and note that ycur atten1ance is required oo 5 August 1986. 

lbolever, I ~uld awreciate it if you w:,uld contact the 
Caunission and advise a telcphcne m.1ml:.ier I..JlXlli which ~ can 
rea.dily be readled in order that a <'late other than the S Jwgust 
1986, for your attendance, can be cx:mnunicated to you. 

Yours aincerely, 



~ OF AOODW.J.A 

l?N'.".li~te!Y- CQrmi_s.aion pf_ lpgu.i.zy. h::t, l.9.86 

~ 'ID APPFAR BEKIRE THE COMISSI~ 

froo 

I, Sir George BeDllann Lush, a member of the Parliamentary 
camdssian of Inquiry appointed under the Pprliel'@1.tm 
C:gmliss!on. pJ .Inqaj..r;Y. M . l.9.8Ji hereby sm you, pursuant to 
sub-sectioo 11(1) of that Act 

(a) to appear before the carmi.ssian at the hearing 
to be held in the Hearing Roan, 8th Floor, 99 
Elizabeth Street, Sydney, on Tuesday 5 August 
1986 at 10.00 a.m. to give evidence in relation 
to the matters into which the Carmission is 
inquiring: and 

(lb) to attend fran day to day tmless excused or 
released fran further attendance. 

-IBted A 't> July 1986 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Presiding Ma1lber 



N. LIPI'ON, 8 .A .. LL.11 . 

D. SANKEY, u..e . 

NORBERT LIPTON & SANKEY 
SOLICITORS & A TI'ORNEYS 

15th LEVEL 
109 PITT STREET 

SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000 

TELEPHONE: 232 6377 

DX 789 SYDNEY 

YOUR REF. 

BY HAND OUR REF. Mr. Sankey 

24th J uly , 1986 

/~\1. 
Mr. P~.e'l.an , , v \ l. , 
Par],,;i::amentary Commtttee of Enquiry , 
11th Floor, 
99 Elizabeth Street , 
SYDNEY , 2000 

Dear Sir , 

I refer to the interview which took p l ace yesterday and to 
todays telephone communication . I herewith enclose photocopy 
pages 4 and 11 of the chronology . At this point of time I 
cannot recall how I am able to pinpoint the fact that the 
restaurant meeting took place on 22nd October , 1976. 

The meeting referr ed to on page 11 was a result of the 
approaches that had been made to me . 

In searching through my papers I also came across a statement 
made by Mr . Cameron , a Juni or Counsel who had been bri efed on 
my behalf . I enclose a copy of same . 

Yours faithfully , 
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STF_ TF:MEl'~T 

_?-_. ___ ~::·.i s 5:..u td~.e r, t is rr;a(,e by Rober t Will i am Cameron of-

S~d ney , New South Wales, Barrister-at-1,aw, on 

l t/fJ/ '/1 .... n c. i:..; Lo the l.:c::; t. et my :r.~c.;ullection an account of a 

conversation I h od with a wor.,a n I now tnow a s Barbara Tamberlini 

on the evening of FridD-y 5/3/77 on the 2nd Floor of Wentworth 
Chambers at about 8 pm. 

2 . On the e vening c-f 5/8/77 together wi tl1 two other Barriatere, 

Mr Peter Zcery and l-'r D,:nrid Nelson, I went to the 2nd Floor of 

Wentworth Chambe r s at about 8 pm \ then an i nforma l farewe l l was 

b""ing y ive n f or Mr J . Conomos of Counsel who was leaving his 

practice a t the Bar on that day to taJ,.e up an appointment as a 

crown Prosecutor. 

3. As I entered the room where the function was being held, 

1-lr Co nomos after exchanin.9 r,leasantri es sai c1 to me: 

"How is the Sari.ke;:y case goi ng?" 

That c1uesti.on wns in r 8f., ir P.nCtJ to a c ase in which I am briefed 
where a Mr Danny SanJ,:ey , f or whom Mr D.F. Rofe QC, myself and 

Mr T. S. Murphy a ppear, has sworn tw c, inf orm.a tions alleging 

crimi nal c:onc.uct on the J:>ar t of a fonuer Pri me Mini ster, Mr E .G. 

~~h itla::·-i .~:···~ .:?-;.:,- .:,.:, 1,f ,, i,; ,:·1,-sn !"!i n:. stcrs , t-tr J us t ice Murp hy (as 

!. e is :1ow) , Kr n. F' . L Connor and Dr J. F. Cairns. 

I repli ed to the effect that we 'A'ere seeking to have dates fixed 

for a i:esu:~,i,ticn 01: the hearing ix, Qut:anbeyan. Almost i m1r,ediately 

J:,,f.rs 'la.i1w,~rlini, \·1hor:1 I have never met before came up to me and 

sai d to me in the presence of Mr Seery : 

" '.::ank,:.:y ' s a de ad man." 

I ignc,red t !,e r:e.,1.:irk and tried to move away. She repeated the 

r emark and then said : 

"'ILerc ' .s i:! c c,r.t r act. out on h im - h e ' s a dead man . 11 

I a s ked he r who she was and how she would know that and she told 

me that s : 1~ \ic:1S t..lu= !:>~cre:tary to a Mr J . Burchett of Queen' a 

Co u~scl , a J1o t.l1er rnem:.,er o f tl1e 2nd Floor but who was ne t at the 

functio~ ana saic : 

•twill show you who it is." 

ShC:! then tool~ n~e to th~ r oom where she works near the lift& on 

t he 4 U1 ..t'lour a i ! t.. 1,>roa.uce a. to me a coloured photograph of two 

males a n d twc f (!ia.:tl e s, o r ... c of whora was h e r, a ll o f whom were 

sitting arc,ur.d a table which appeared t.o be in a restaurant. 

She po i nted to or.e of the males i n the photograph and said: 
1' '1'ha t ' ~ who it is . " 

She i denti fi ed ti.a t person as "Michael WoodhouDe" and went on to 

say that he was "going to do it" last Wednesday but the police 

arrested ~ii1i"1 and he is in gaol. She said "he comes up for bail 

on Monday and you had better not stop it". I asked her what she 

meant by that and she said: 

---·--- ··-·---------------------



          
    

           
 

          

            
            
            
    

          
 

      

            
           

    

           

           
          

 

           

 





Particulars of Allegation 

01 the twentieth day of November, 1975, infonnatioos were laid 

by a private citizen, Danny Sankey against the Honourable 

Lionel Keith Murphy and other persa1s alleging an offence 

against Sectioo 86 of the Crimes Act 1914 (Ct?.l) and a 

oonspiracy at oc:mron law. Between the first day of June, 1976, 

and the thirty-first day of October, 1976, at Sydney and 

elsewhere, and whilst a Justice of the High Court of Australia, 

the Jooge agreed with Morgan Ryan and Abraham Gilbert Saffron 

that Saffron would arrange for an approach to be made to Danny 

Sankey in order to persuade him to wi.th:kaw these private 

prosecutions. 

At the relevant time, as the Jooge knew, Saffron was a perscn 

of ill-repute, and the Jooge entered into this agreement in the 

expectation and with the intentioo that Saffron would cause 

Sankey to be ilrproperly and unlawfully intimidated into 

withdrawing these private prosecutions. 

It will be cootended that this CXll'lduct by the Jooge arrounted to 

misbehaviour within the meaning of Section 72 of the 

Calstitution in the following respects -



         

          

 

    

        

        

        

  



   

        



ALLEGATION NO. 11 - STATEMENT OF OFFENCE ATTEMPTING 
TO PERVERT THE COURSE OF JUSTICE CONTRARY TO SECTION 43 

OF THE CRIMES ACT 1914 (COMMONWEALTH) 

Particulars of Offence 

In or about 1976, the Judge asked Abe Saffron to intercede o,n 

his behalf with Danny Sankey who had brought a private 

prosecution against the Judge and others for an alleged 

conspiracy contrary to Section 86 of the Crimes Act 1914. It 

must be contended that the Judge well knew that Saffron could 

apply considerable pressure of an impermissible kind to Sank €!Y 

with a veiw to persuading him to withdraw the prosecution. It 

certainly appears that Saffron had no connection whatever with 

the matters that gave rise to the private prosecution brought by 

Sankey against the Judge. One would need to ask why a Justice 

of the High Court would ask a reputed criminal to make 

representations on his behalf to a person who had launched a 

private prosecution against him. It would be open to a court to 

conclude that this was an attempt by the Judge to place cin 

implted threat at the head of Sankey. Such conduct might well 

amount to an attempt to pervert the course of justice. It might 

also amount to a conspiracy to pervert the course of j us tic€!. 

Wherever possible, it has been thought appropriate to charge a 

substantive offence rather than a conspiracy. 



ALLEGATION NO. 11 - SANKEY MATTER 

His Honour Mr Justice Murphy in about 1976 alleged by a s king Ab e 
Saffron to intercede on his behalf with Danny Sankey (presumably 

to persuade him to withdraw the prosecution) . 

Material Enclosed 

1) Brief details of allegations 

2) Minutes of meeting between B. Rawe, S. Rushton and D. Sankey 

(Meeting 2.3 .86) 

3) Information from Anderson r e the abovementioned matter in 
question , answer form. 

Witnesses to be interviewed 

1 . James McCartney Anderson 

2. Danny Sankey 

3. Abe Saffron 

4 . Morgan Ryan 

5. Rofe Q.C. 

6. Christie 

7. McHugh (currently Justice of the Court of Appeal) 
8. Leo S.M. 

9. Murray Farquhar 

Doc. 010SM 




