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Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry
Presiding Member : The Hon. Sir George Lush G.P.O. Box 5218
Members : The Hon. Sir Richard Blackburn, OBE Sydney, N.S.W. 2001

The Hon. Andrew Wells, QC Telephone: 232-4922

Pu:;:suant to section 34 of the Parliamentary Cammission of
Inquiry Act 1986, the Cammission is of the opinion that it is
appropriate to communicate to the National Crime Authority
information that relates to or may relate to the camission of
an offence or evidence of the commission of an offence against
a. law of the Cammonwealth or of a State by Abraham Gilbert

Saffron and Morgan Ryan.

G H Lush

Presiding Member

21 August 1986
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sankey put him in Lut it won't make any difference because
someonc else will do it."
I asked her who would employ Woodhouse tc kill Sankey and her
reply wvas:
"I'm just wad about Abe and Abe is made about me."
She would not elaborate on that except to say that Mr Burchett QC
acts for Mr Abe Saffron and she knows him. I formed the impression
from what she said that she holds Mr Saffron in high regard and
that she sees him socially.
I told her that I thought what she was saying was ridiculous.
She said:
"You'll see - he's a dead man.”
I asked her whether she knew a Mr Jim Anderson. She said "no".
I asked her whether she knew any of the defendants. She said
she knew Mr Justice Murphy.
I asked her whether she thought any of the defendants would have
anything to do with the "contract". She said she did not know.
Mrs Tamberlini was affected by alcohol when I saw her on

that evening.

At that point in time I had never heard of Michael Woodhouse.

R.W. Cameron
le/8/77
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a) entering into an agreement to threaten or coerce a party
to a cause in order to persuade him to discontinue his

part therein;

further, or in the alternative,

b) entering into an agreement to pervert the course of
justice in relation to the 3judicial power of the

Cammonwealth,

As such it oconstituted conduct contrary to accepted standards
of judicial behaviour.




Extract from Weinberg/Phelan Memorandum

dated 3 July 1986 (full copy on File C51



ALLEGATION NO. 11 — STATEMENT OF OFFENCE ATTEMPTING
TO PERVERT THE COURSE OF JUSTICE CONTRARY TO SECTION 43
OF THE CRIMES ACT 1914 (COMMONWEALTH)

Particulars of Offence

In or about 1976, the Judge asked Abe Saffron to intercede on
his behalf with Danny Sankey who had brought a private
prosecution against the Judge and others for an alleged
conspiracy contrary to Section 86 of the Crimes Act 1914. It
must be contended that the Judge well knew that Saffron could
apply considerable pressure of an impermissible kind to Sankey
with a veiw to persuading him to withdraw the prosecution. 5
certainly appears that Saffron had no connection whatever with

the matters that gave rise to the private prosecution brought by
Sankey a&gainst the Judge. One would need to ask why a Justice
of the High Court would ask a reputed criminal to make
representations on his behalf to a person who had launched a
private prosecution against him. It would be open to a court to
conclude that this was an attempt by the Judge to place an
implied threat at the head of Sankey. Such conduct might well
amount to an attempt to peruvert the course of justice. It might
also amount to a conspiracy to pervert the course of justice.
Whereuver possible, it has been thought appropriate to charge a
substantive offence rather than a conspiracy.
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ALLEGATION NO.11 - SANKEY MATTER

His Honour Mr Justice Murphy in about 1976 alleged by asking Abe
Saffron to intercede on his behalf with Danny Sankey (presumably
to persuade him to withdraw the prosecution).

Material Enclosed

1) Brief details of allegations
2) Minutes of meeting between B. Rawe, S. Rushton and D. Sankey
(Meeting 2.3.86)

3) Information from Anderson re the abovementioned matter 1in
question, answer form.

Witnesses to be interviewed

McHugh (currently Justice of the Court of Appeal)
Leo S.M.

1. James McCartney Anderson
2. Danny Sankey

3. Abe Saffron

4., Morgan Ryan

5. Rofe Q.C.

6. Christie

T

8.

9.

Murray Farquhar
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